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Colibrl. By Ann Cameton. Eead By
pacqueline Kim 3004, Shi unabe Listening
Library. ©5. 575 | | -a000=55506-5). KO0-541-
525

Cr 58 Camerons novel 15 & besutifully
todd. wrenching story about a 12-year-old
Maymn girl's struggle 1o escape heéd kidnap-
par and meunite with her beloved family
with subtle. distinct vocal inflections
actress Kim moves easily between the
wiices of young Rosa, her mough kidnappes
and the remnalning cost of dispamte chafsc
ters—rogues, spiritual healers. and mote—
creating vibrant character poriralis from
the narrative. which includes oocais|onal
Spanish apd Mayan words. Kim's under-
siated narration celebrates the lyrical
prose and extends Uhe Slory's suspense,
bringing the lush Guatemala setting to |-
teners ears, A fine petformance of 8 2000
Boskiisl Editors’ Choloe selectjon, —Gilluin
Eagierg

Merry Flshes to Al 2004 3%min Trowt
Records, CD. 514 98 BAS-4 -840

E=Gr & What wculd Christmas be with-
ol flsh? Luckily, thete's no need to spec
ulate, Trout Flshing in Ametico [Eora ldlet
midl Eelth Geimwood | provide lishy holiday
cheer in this eodlection of | 2—=mosaly orlg-
inail—songs that deal with traditional hal
iday staples: snow, [ood. and presenis
fdlet and Grimwood's trademark antic
hiumor shines throagh in this mixed bag
There are always gllt disasters, as
lamented in “Santa Brought Me Clothes,
while a gilt even worse than fraltcake |s
revealed in "1 Got & Cheese Log.”™ The ol
iday len't all disappoiniment. of coume
“Snow Day” tells of the guiet joys of snow
apd “Snow | Falling® introduces identical
anoewtlake twins Bob and Bob, Santa will

Benokelan | Mawmmber 1, JU0
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* pilce Mulligan and His Steam Showel, 2004 92min Simon & Simon. €0, 517 99

K=Gr 5 Composern conducton and armnger Steplen
Simon takes 4 belowed childien's tale ahd enhahoes
it with a mu=ical score in this innovative CD that intro-
duces children to Wirginka Lee Bunon's classic slony
Perdosmed by the London Philharmonic Owchesirs
the otiginal background music undefsoores Yadu's
reading of the familiar tale. Brief suthor information
fiol v £ e sty recitation. Then maestro Simon talks
aboud the music, explaining lechnigues and discuss-
ing specific Instruments, such as the haunting brigh
pipes and French homs He tells children to listen fon
musical relerences so they can identity various instra
mants before the siory is repeated one more thime. The
final track features the “kike Mulligan Song” per
formed by a jarr combo. An excellent mebding of chil
dren’s literature and beautifal music, this weloome |
pcddition 1o audio callections = & fuf and srovaine
way to Intradice music and & classlc tale to young |
siiers —Jeam Haifield

e ploased to deliver this CD. Highly rec
ommended —Fau! Skackman

Starring Prima! The Souse of the Balled
lolle, By lacguehmn Mitchard Read by the
author, 2004, 3hr. unabr Hemper, C8, 518
[0-06-059T63-1 ), OD, 522 |0-06-074 742 -0}
BO-242-9T17

Gr. 35, Talented dancer Prima is bound
[or greatness, but the little mouse chiooses
g drange path o fame when ghe beliionds
Enisten and her kitten. Moowsky. Mitchard
i= bath & =killed writer and namatar Her
light and lively reading style sidts the ool-
orful story and emphasizes the lantastic
glements of the characters Mitchard alters
her tomnes 0o cellect diflerent charscters,
adding depth and dimension (o the tex
Her pesbectly timed pedormance allows the
subthe humor o shine through, althoogh
some ol the clever wordplay may be bost on
young listeners. The recording beglns and
encts with lively musie, reflecting the book's
whimsical tone. —Asna Rick

* Carlbboan Playgroand. 2004 4lmin Putamayo, CO, 514 08 | |-5875%9]13-1] B85

| THAE-BfY

Gr 3-8 The Caribboan ilands ar mansd by
a terrific diversity of musical influences. This
collectbon of Carlbbean songs includes per-
forme s [foim |amalcs | Desmond Dedker), Hadltl
{Wlarlene Dorcena), Martinigue [Kali), Guade-
loupe [Luc Lenhdry), and Puerio Rico |losé
Gonedlez) among others. Although eggae and
calypen may be the best-known (ngredients ol
thie spbcy Caribbean mélange, other musieal
styles, such as 2ouk from the Fremch Carlbbean
islands and saca from Trinidad. are represented
as well Get resdy Lo swiay and sing along with
such Tavorites as "Sreat Big Boal,” “lamalca
Farewell * “Coconut ‘Woman,” antd “Reggas
Dancin’ * Informative liner notes offer nice

wres of the conterts and contexts of each song and artise Althoogh it s impos-
fully comvey the breadeh of Caribbean music in 12 selections, this CD olfers

i Iy engsging introduction (o the mglon's muasic Aboang with such earlier tithes

a Plaggrend |BEL Ap 15 0%), this is highly recommended for bath adult and
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The Traln They Call the City of New
Orlsans. Read by Tom Chagdn, 2004, 10min
Live Oak. C5 and hardoower, 52595

{1531 12-800- 1 ), €D and hardoover, 538 @3
| 1=59 ] 1:3-i=4 ) BO0-TER-112]

K-GOr 4, Tom Chapin's voice perfectly
ellects the sarthy etsence of the lamilia
Sy Goodman song. it almost (eels s if
Chapin s hauling on a brake wten he imarts
the lyrics, but then be urleashes his guiiar
and explodies infosong. The 2003 hoodk, [ilus
trated by Michael McCundy, pets a nostalgh
treatment. His lushly tinted scratchboard
Mustrations are Lruly spectacular Thelr
tiied. slowly rotating perspeciives suil Lhe
inuous pourney of the train from Chicago to
Wew Crloans. The details are petiod perfec
{rom soeres o meh playung cands to oudoor
views of "Emie's Used Cars and Pars = A map
mafs stops along the wiry, With bsairtifully
muncuted sound effecs, this highly entes
takning package can be wsed in classrooms
to introduce peography or train travel

=R sl B it

What Charlie Heard. By Mordical Gerstein
Fead by the authos 2004 2imin. Live Cak
5 and hardoowes, 52595 ( (=991 1 2-278-3)
CDand hardcover, S28.9%5 | 1-58] 12-486-T)
AO0-TRR-1 121

Gr 1=1. Crashing thunder, church bells
mied he elip-clop al homes introduoe this
pecture book that visits the world ol com
poser Charles lves [IHT4-]1954), Eacenpts
from tesn of lves” syrmyphonies and one pland
sonala blend with treditonal S0Ngs &% a
backdrop to Genstein's stralghtiomwand nuar
ration, which is both warm and respectiul
The book's (iery illustralions convey the
same senge ol dissonance as the
soundirack. Teachers and anyone with a
particular tnterest i music will weloome
this series ol vignettes that olier
glimpses—>both nsditory amd wigial—ol
the composers lie. from birth o death
This new enlry &6 the Amet can Musie series
pays homage (o an innovative musiclan
whio continued o write i the faoe of ridi
rule wred retection. =K rish Ellé émbngiifl



