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Audio for Youth

A Bear Called Paddin Hy Michacl
Bond. Read by Seephen Fry 2005, 2.5h.
Harper, CD, $17.95 {0-06-07607 1-0).

K-Gr. 5, Fans of Paddington, the haples
bear from durkest Pern, know all shous his
clarming adventures. Add Fry's dry nasmarion
oo the mix, and you end wp with an lmeis-
ible amdio, At firm, the fac thar Paddingron
sounds like & middle-aged man is sightdy un-
nerving. Howeves, it soon beoomes clear tha
he is beas-ahous-town, peose 1o fite of indigna-
ehtin and acts of herolm. Sweet and scarchi
eosties would not be sudtable at all, Fry portays
Faddinpren wriondy snd camesily wﬁuln -
ing the supporing st of charsciers 2 dramaric
E. This is hbuhim of Pacldingana’s existence;

b 2 simple calely moving theough life
at one deama Mhier another hmmﬂymﬂﬂldl
arourd him, — Traol Joald

Bollywood Babes, By MNarider Dhami. Read
by Mins Wadia. 2005. $he. Liviening Libeary,
5, $30 (1-4D00-9038-2),

Ge. 58 Afier succinctly wapplng up the
plot of Biruds Baber (2004), this novel laznch-
en the newest escapades of iconage Dhillon
sisbers Amber, Jurz, and Geena, One of their
rm}uu fivolves the rescue of & former Bol-
ywood actoos who is facing eviction frons hee
Har. After their teacher and aunt join forces 1o
plan a Bu"?wcmd-ﬂu.lu fiarl-raiser for chelr
subisrban English school, the sibiling’ o
unise the pair ase ignited. Bus then, of coterse,
(oW [ ariee, Even Hehis chick it novel
lacks dhe ptmhnfdﬁc fiiet ook, Widia does
a job win reading, piving soiress
Mﬁ;dn snobbith panache snd m&dﬂu
the girl’ characters with an sppropriate Bait-
ish accent, —Pairivis Austin

Cascy at the Bar. 2005. 35min. Simon &

Slmon, DL $16.98 (1-932684-01-8), BG66
432-T624,
K-Gr. 3. Mike Adscllipaa avad 1

Stearn Shovel this second dtle in the S1ore
in Music serbes intmodoces Emest Lawrence
Thayer's ninevcenth-century basehall poem,

Conducior and composer S Stman dis-
cusses the clasic poem, e the musical
s (pefonmed by the London nle

Oycheiara) thet sccompandes dhe This
allorws Iids g0 undermand how e midlo-
dicx cam change or fn 2 ighar moad s
hivw Fnstrumenss can & perfarmanse
and tell 2 story. Yadu nanrares the poem, and
Boonle Simon discses the poemi hi
Youngsiens are encouraged to masch (po the
accompaniment of a collepe hand) and
alang o various musical renditions.

for parents and educdan & innenvative
CI thar biuredoces masic and liveranure in 2
fum and g Bchion. Inclsdes an even-

whve sy amd activity guide. — frm Hanfichl

find diernselvis Gpping, thelr to and ting-
Ing along 1 titer and performer Jages
Coffey in this n of 32 bated om
the soundrack from the I Love Ty Trainr video
scries. The realistic locomotive sounds, upheat
jazzy melodies, and clever lyrics successfully
transpor Ereners o the wordd of wains, “The
meusical sebecrions @ wide range of rrain

ics, Younguiers lam sbour milmad can
(“Sucambinen”), himory ([~ di aof the
Fails™), and sy omin "My Train™),
Youngsters will also swvar sach chassics an I've
Been Working on the Radload® and “This
Train.” This charming CI nicely complements
the inuginaive ﬂi}' of young train engincers.
—Maorai Lo

Girl, By Michael Diarns. Resd

Eliea n, Riley  and Terry
regy: 2005, 1.5he mﬁ?ﬁmn CS,
1795 (0974171 )-5-0): D, £24.95

(0741 TN -5-45).
S g ol o s
B eyed af two
siblings—Star Boy and Momdreg Gicl—high-
%qhu the hmuﬁﬂlwl in 1492
“uropean infloence., effeet is poignan
m’wh] by the plich-perfect Lhmﬂr
siblings Elizs mgﬁ ﬂmly
appealing is Riley's poeer, i alight-
ly mischievous portrayal of Siar B-u:.;va'i?:v
unresakned i nstion and verve ofien la) |
I;uﬂnnl: wroribile, I:11: :fuf:llm adiks dn almen
reaking lev emotion w0 the pi
The hook’s epilopuc & an aminous n-‘.’::mr;':-ll
from Chri Columbus’ diary. Bregy
reads these lines elmost as an afenthought, and
he reads the credies with ibhe mme lack of emo-
carry the produetion, — T T

:}' Diadddy Is Sorarchy, 2005, 47min. Good
cod Records, CD, $14.98. 212-967-3300,

PreS-Gir. 2, Moot of these 11 orginal songs
d].zlhy w mdl;:llngzr Jamie Brozss

lech- e on the amblguois joys of
Elh:-t:::cl. scknowledging  char " gan
sométimes be problematic. Thelr faces Sower
with scrarchy stubble, some sing crabarrasingly
bad, and othen are cueless, But ids 3 two-way
sroct as kids are ofien recaleltrant, dizdain

les, sudden allergies 1o
viod, Broeas o affeetion is eddent. As
I:;hh-dtbnt .hm::il}g Hﬁﬁﬂ'.ﬂfﬂmilﬁﬂi

e mancs ane etylist diverse, 1
Jiﬂ}nmhm.umﬂ'ﬁ‘fﬁm
COaTH i akilled and iari
s i ey ™ I

Ome Stop Past Nowhere. 2005, 63min. Ray
Gray, €D, $10. BO0-347-8679,

G 3-5. bml'f:lncﬂu' Ciray imvives limeners
mlm mmﬂ:thu wip o ane place
jpazt .~ Hiy Correratioml
style puides children on s m ing jourscy
i megheal places where the v G
ENCOUMEES YOUNESTers f0 use sories & a vehics
tn escape boredom, sravel 1o unknown destl-
nations, and stimulate crcativiry, This unique

FIviances
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recording, which B both emeraining and
Informathve, Intemwine (irays personal reeol-
lections with follaales, inchuding “Goban Soar,”
from Ireland, and “House in the Wood ™ from
Gormany. Philip O ordginal backgound
muaic adds smspense, aids in padng, provides
soumd effects, and sapports the folkale’ rmhnic
ariging. A peod cholee for nmoducing class-
room bessans on the bencfit of infning soric
wih a d dose of imagisation. — Mol
i

Time Piecess The Book of Time. By
Virginia Hamihon, Read by Lisa Pitz, 2005,
dhs, Blacksone, C8, $34.95 (0-7861-
2007-7: CD, £36 (D-7861-8241-5),

Gir. 4-7. Fooa delicdously porerays ibe af:
Fectiomare, follesy dices nl"'r':frn.l'i life in this
semiautobiographical nevel, Though hes tim-
inp and inflection are sometimes a bir off, she
I disinet voices and has an abiliy o
defily capuare the characters’ sense af wonder.
Each chapier closes with a plece of music,
arvd this is where the praduction suffers some
discord. Valena visits an older white neighbos
who asko the iz black girl vo enter dhaough
a side door. The n#ﬁ-}’ur then insubs Vilona
and onc of I::;n ative Amcrican Fr.i:mlds.
Mlihough Valenas reaction ls sppropeiately
|..|:.Ed:1:hugf:li|: is phso full of hurt and dignity.
The music that marks the end of this chap-
ver (3 Famiter schonbpard wune played on 8
harmani) Jiminishes the morys impace O
balance, howeves, the production s b
arnd warme—a delightful listen, — Thaed Tould
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